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MID-MENSAN (ISSN 1052-1046) is pub-
lished monthly except February and August 
(10 issues/year) at PO Box 133, Esopus NY 
12429-0133. Subscription is $3.50/year for 
current members and is included as part of 
their annual membership dues ($49.00). 
Subscription fee for non-members of Mid-
Hudson Mensa is $6.00/year. Periodical rate 
paid at Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. Postmaster: 
Send address changes to American Mensa, 
Ltd., 1229 Corporate Dr. West, Arlington, 
TX 76006-6103. 
 
MID-MENSAN is the official publication 
of Mid-Hudson Mensa, Group 124. Mensa 
is an international society in which the sole 
requirement for membership is a score at or 
above the 98th percentile on any of a num-
ber of standard IQ tests. Mensa is a not-for-
profit organization whose main purpose is 
to serve as a means of communication and 
assembly for its members. Inquiries should 
be directed to American Mensa, Ltd., 1229 
Corporate Dr. West, Arlington, TX 76006-
6103. Telephone: (817) 607-0060, or e-mail 
to <American Mensa@mensa.org>. 
 
Opinions expressed in MID-MENSAN are 
those of the individual authors and are in no 
way intended to express the opinions of 
local or nation Mensa, which have no opin-
ions. Other Mensa publications may reprint 
any portion of this newsletter that is not 
individually copyrighted as long as credit is 
given to the author or artist and to MID-
MENSAN. 
 
The deadline for contributions for each 
issue is announced in the calendar of the 
previous monthõs issue. Anything not re-
ceived by then will be held for consideration 
for the following issue. Contributions must 
be signed by the author or artist but may be 
published using a pen name or anony-
mously. 

Andiõs Kleinkram 
 
Q1: Rats are being trained to search 
for the underground land mines 
found in 1/3 of countries.  The rat 
has a superior sense of smell, are too 
lightweight to trigger land mines and 
are willing to perform repetitive  
tasks.  Where is the group that has 
developed this training? 
 
Q2: In 2004 who became the first 
woman collegiate women's coach to 
be paid $1 million? 
 
Q3: West Nile virus is transmitted by 
the Culex mosquito to what preferred 
host? 
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Adventures of  a Beehive 
Eve Hinderer 

 The crime took place at Chi-
cago Mensaõs HalloweeM.  Kathie 
VanLeer, who much earlier in the year 
had agreed to join me there had further 
acquiesced into fashioning my hair into 
a Beehive, the ridiculous ô50s hairdo.  
The ôhiveõ met with brief, uncompre-
hending glances from other Mensans at 
the gathering, but all that changed 
abruptly when I rendezvoused with 
blind date John Blick in Chicago that 
Saturday. 
 Weõd been set up by mutual 
friend Mark for me to sample some of 
the cityõs nightlife.  After John, his 
lover Derrick and I savored Billy 
Branch and the Sons of Blues at Rosaõs 
Blues Lounge on West Armitage, we 
adjourned to a Halloween party. 
 We found ourselves rooted to 
the spot on the floor-through apart-
mentõs staircase.  The party was 
crowded with 20-somethings, and as is 
the case with parties such as these, you 
settled in and occupied whatever space 
made itself available. 
 To my right was an individual 
who insisted about talking about pot, 
the kind of person who smokes just so 
they can talk about the experience.  Not 
wanting to focus on this bore, I turned 
to my left and discovered an attractive 
young woman of unknown status.  
òAre you gay or bisexual?ó I ventured.  
òNo, but it seems like everyone else 
here is,ó she answered demurely.  I was 
fascinated with her dark skin coupled 
with European features.  Also, blond 
hair.  In a little while I went on to com-
pliment her on the contrast of her 
white teeth to her brown skin. 
 Ultimately, there was a shift-
ing of location where those of us whoõd 
been standing on the dimly lit stairwell 

went upstairs to greater illumination.  
The dark-skinned beauty was discov-
ered to be wearing face paint.  And not 
only that:  it was not brown but green!  
This led me to thinking that perhaps I 
shouldõve held on to the illusion, cut to 
the chase and morphed into a sleazoid 
before amorousness turned into sobri-
ety:  òHey baby, ever make it with a 
Beehive?ó  

Beyond the fun I had both at 
the gathering and with new friend John 
in Chicago, the trip to the Midwest was 
significant for a rendezvous with vin-
tage friend Mark Janowiak.  I cut short 
an evening that shouldõve lasted till 
dawn in order to drive out to visit with 
him in Brookfield, Wisconsin the next 
day.  Iõd determined long in advance 
that this was a trip I needed to make 
regardless of the debt it ran up.  Mark 
has HIV/AIDS and I wanted to be 
sure to see him at least one more time 
before either one of us expired.  Heõd 
become a dad with six-month old 
puppy Harcourt II.  Iõd known the first 
Harcourt and like him, this new pet 
promised to reach the same stature. 
 From beginning to end, this 
was a fast-paced vacation with a steep 
learning curve.  Now that I had mas-
tered what to do, where to go and how 
to get there, could there not be a sec-
ond time? 
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Check us out on-line! 
(Weõve been waiting for you.) 

Mid-Hudson Mensa has a Yahoo! Group. Direct yourself to: 
groups.yahoo.com/group/MidHudsonMensa  and sign up. Thereõs a place 
to chat, a message board, an events calendar, picturesñcheck in, check it out, 
and share a bit of yourself with your fellow Mid-Hudson Mensans. 

Ex Comm Mini -Minutes 
Bill Zigo 

 
The Mid-Hudson Mensa Executive 
Committee met on Sunday, 10/21 at 
the home of Eve Hinderer in New-
burgh. In attendance: Eve Hinderer, 
Nancy Keyes-Crosby, Bill Zigo.  
Chuck Whitesell and Karl Zetterholm 
could not attend but sent in reports 
and numbers at which they could be 
called if necessary. Hinderer opened 
the meeting at 12:18 pm. 
 
The minutes from the previous meet-
ing were reviewed and approved. 
 
Officerõs Reports: 
President (Hinderer) - Andi Weiss 
Bartczak has agreed to be the Pro-
grams Chair. We do not yet have new 
contacts for Webmaster and Gifted 
Children. Bibi Sandstrom has agreed 
to replace Naomi Stankow-Mosher on 
the Dues Hardship Committee. 
 
Treasurer (Keyes-Crosby) - No up-
dates to General Fund. Scholarship 
Fund has, as of 6/30/07, $13,134.90, 
up $558.81 from fund investment 
returns. 
 
Secretary (Zigo) - No items to report. 
 
Business Items: 
 
By-Laws Committee (Zigo) - Com-
mittee has met twice and reviewed 

most of the By-Laws. One additional 
meeting is required which will proba-
bly be the last week of November. 
Hinderer asked if the first draft of the 
revised By-Laws could be published 
in the March Mid-Mensan. 
 
RG Committee (Zigo) - RG had 27 in 
attendance and netted a profit of ap-
proximately $250. We are in a òwait 
and seeó period for 2008 based on 
Ashokan activities.  
 
Mid-Hudson Mensa Annual Business 
Meeting (Hinderer, Zigo) - It has been 
proposed that one of Mid-Hudson 
Mensaõs Ex Comm meetings each 
year be an Annual Business Meeting. 
This is tentatively set for April 2008. 
Hinderer will pursue getting the New 
Paltz Town Hall for this. 
 
Membership Directory and Retention 
(Hinderer, Whitesell) - Discussion on 
producing a new membership direc-
tory (Whitesell may already have ma-
terials usable from National Office), 
and focus on regions outside of the 
geographic center of the chapter.  Are 
members willing to turn activities they 
attend/sponsor into Mid-Hudson 
Mensa events? 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:04 pm. 
The next meeting will be in January, at 
Nancy Keyes-Crosbyõs in West Park, 
on a date to be determined: Either 
1/20/08 or 1/27/08. 
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Chuck Whitesell 

Happy Birthday  to members of Mid-

Hudson Mensa born in December: 

 

12/1 Dr. Joseph Salvatore En-

genito Jr., Nathan Louis Rosenblum 

12/2 Madeleine Ouellette 

12/7 Mark Adams, Roy Nelson 

Cowherd, Timothy Loren Reeves 

12/9 Alan N. Feinstein 

12/11 Leslie C Herring, James 

Krinitsky, Mary Ellen Ott, Mark Ross 

12/15 Tim Tate 

12/16 Glenn Haight 

12/18 Clair Cassiello 

12/23 Casimer Decusatis 

12/29 James Joseph Jelacic 

12/31 Elfriede Stonitsch 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to members of 

our group who joined Mensa in De-

cember: 

 

2006 Eric Charles Bianchi 

2005 Gregg Lunn, Scott Ellis 

Womack 

2000 Chuck Whitesell 

1999 Richard Dennison 

1993 Daniel L. Sims 

1987 Elfriede Stonitsch 

1978 Kathie Lee Vanleer 

1975 Virginia Delmar Gurley 

 

 

Farewell to John E. MacDonald 

and Eugene Shkurko. 




